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The Chairman of The Church of Pentecost, Aps. Eric  Nyamekye  said  Pentecost  University  has won  the  admiration  of  the  public.  Aps. Nyamekye  said  this  when  he  delivered  the welcome  address  at  the  13th  graduation ceremony of the University, on Saturday 18th December 2021.According  to  Aps.  Nyamekye,  "transformed operations,  branding  and  the  research approach of Pentecost University have earned the University public admiration.  I am excited about  the  drastic  improvement  in  the operations  of  the  university,  branding  and outlook,  research  orientation  and  problem solving  ethos which  undeniably  has won  the admiration  of  the  public.”  …  he  said.  “I therefore  commend  the  Council,  the  VC, Executive  Management  Team,  staff  and students  of  the University  that  have  brought this success story.” …Aps. Nyamekye added. He further  commended  the  University  for following the Covid 19 protocols and provided a  healthy  environment  in  the  midst  of  the pandemic.Speaking  further,  Aps.  Nyamekye  said  The Church of Pentecost places high premium on education as the tool for transforming society. 

As such, the Church sees Pentecost University as a unique mission field to support higher education. He  therefore pledged  the  continued  support of the church for the University to achieve its mission of training people who will transform nations.In relation to the Vision 2023 of The Church of Pentecost, Aps. Nyamekye said various supports have  been  given  to  persons  from  economically challenging  backgrounds  to  acquire  tertiary education. “So far, a total 573 students have been sponsored  to  Pentecost  University  alone  under The  Church  of  Pentecost  sponsorship  initiative which started three years ago.” ... he said.  He said the Church will continue to support the University to make it the University of choice. On his part, the Vice-Chancellor of the University speaking at the graduation said the University is determined  to  produce  world-class  problem-solving  graduates,  informed  by  biblical  ethics, schooled in critical and reflective thinking, hence intellectually  and  technological  outstanding  to meet the demands of the development of modern society.

PENTECOST UNIVERSITY HAS WON THE ADMIRATION OF THE PUBLIC APS. NYAMEKYE
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The Vice-Chancellor of Pentecost University, Prof. Kwabena Agyapong-Kodua has asked students in The Church of Pentecost across the country to be steep  in  learning.  The  VC  said  their  academic excellence can draw many of their colleagues to Christ. He made the remarks at the 2022 annual conference  of  the  Pentecost  Students  and Associates (PENSA Ghana) held at The Pentecost Convention Center in Gomoa Fetteh, near Accra. He spoke on the theme "The Christian Youth and Academic Excellence.”According  to  the  professor  and  clergyman, appropriate learning strengthens faith in God. He alerted  that  knowledge  and  faith  are  not necessarily diametrically opposed. Instead, when deployed  appropriately,  they  can  reinforce  each other.  He  affirmed  that,  "knowledge  is  one  of God's  many  mechanisms  to  illuminate  His magnificence."  He  shared  a  life-touching experience of how he personally encountered God in his  thirst  for  academic  excellence. He  further cited  renowned  personalities  like  Isaac  Newton and Clerk Maxwell, who were known to be people of faith in God.Referencing the first chapters of Daniel and James of  the  Bible,  Prof.  Agyapong-Kodua  explored 

Academic Distinctiveness Can Draw many to Christ...VC Charges PENSA-GHANA
similarities  between  the  training  offered  to Daniel and his colleagues before they joined the k ing ' s   se rv i ce   in   Baby lon,   to   that   o f contemporary University education.He continued that, as expressed in verse 5 to 20 of Daniel 1, the four young men studied hard and were found to be intellectually outstanding in every field of learning, without compromising their faith. The VC therefore charged the young Pentecostals to also be interested in every field of knowledge while upholding their faith. He said "be grounded  in  your  faith but  study  in other fields." He charged them to study as hard as they believe  and  step  beyond  boundaries  set  by academic classifications and be ready to present Godly and compelling alternatives wherever they find themselves. He also asked the students to connect with godly and progressive people, and be  helpful  to  those  who  may  be  considered weak. To  achieve  academic  excellence,  the  scholar advised the students to study the VARK Model of Learning and adopt the ones that suited them and their given circumstances.
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PENTECOST UNIVERSITY CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS WITH ORPHANS AT BODWIASE ORPHANAGE 
Pentecost University  staff  celebrated Christmas at the Country Side Welfare Home, also known as  Bodwiase  Orphanage  in  Ewuttu  Bodwiase, near Kasoa in the Central Region. This happened on Saturday 25th December 2021.The team led by the Vice-Chancellor, Aps. Prof. Kwabena  Agyapong-Kodua  also  included  the Registrar  Mr.  Foster  Amoani;  Pentecost University  Chaplain,  Rev  Nelson  Adu;  Acting Chief Finance Officer, Dr. Abraham Nyebar and other members of staff. They spent quality time and  interacted  with  staff  and  children  of  the orphanage. A critical part of  the visit was the donation of assorted Christmas gifts to the orphanage. The University donated  items such as bags of  rice, gallons  of  cooking  oil,  boxes  of  soft  drinks, sanitary items, cash and many more. In handing over  the  items,  the  Vice-Chancellor  said,  "the University found it necessary to put a smile on the  faces  of  deprived  children  in  the  manner Christ would  have  done."  He  added  that,  "we chose the Country Side Welfare Home to support 

the efforts of the Management, and The Church of Pentecost  to serve underprivileged children." Prof.  Agyapong-Kodua  encouraged  the  older ones  who  were  qualified  to  apply  to  the Pentecost University for their tertiary education.Mr.  Humphrey  Patterson  and  The  Church  of Pentecost  District  Pastor  of  Bodwiase  Ps. Ebenezer  Tawiah-Mensah,  who  received  the items on behalf of the founder of the orphanage, Madam Emma Boafo, commended the University for the gesture. He said the interaction with the children  and  the  donation  were  timely.  They further commended the Vice Chancellor and his team for the initiative, being the first of its kind from a tertiary educational institution.The donation at the Bodwiase Orphanage  is  in line with one of the pillars of the University A+ agenda,  "making  meaningful  Community Impact."
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between  faith  and  knowledge.  At  Pentecost University, we respect advanced knowledge but we believe that we can still be truly Christian. We are humble enough to recognize the fact that the origin  of  things  is  beyond  the  scope  of  any discipline we can imagine. Things exist and we learn  about  them.  The  question  then  is,  who brought them into being? For us Christians, we know that it is God. We are truly Christian and we are able to rub shoulders with the highest level of thinkers you can imagine. Therefore, if you have become a student of Pentecost University, then you must be truly Christian”.Expanding  on  the  university’s  standard  of spirituality, he tasked students to be a part of the University’s  Mentorship  Programme;  University Assembly; Sunday Services, Missions; Prayerfest among others. “While these are exercises to help build your  faith, we are also  interested  in your personal  development’’,  the  Vice-Chancellor added.Highlighting  why  Pentecost  University  is outstanding, Aps. Prof. Agyapong-Kodua threw light on the name, University A+: “we are calling ourselves University A+ because while we have great respect for all institutions and the fantastic work  they  are  doing,  we  are  not  aiming  to become like any of them. We are aiming to be 

different  and  so  who  they  are  is  actually  the beginning  of  us.  These  great  institutions  are University A but we have a plus factor because we are deeply rooted in God, A God factor that we do not underrate.We are also doing more by training morally and ethically upright people. Beyond this, we are also training  students  to  become  outstanding intellectuals. So we walk with what we call the two-hands  approach,  and  that  is,  following biblical  principles  and  being  skilful.  Meaning, while you strive to live Godly lives, you must not joke with your studies. Whatever subject you are studying, you must aim to become the best”.Ending  his  presentation,  the  Vice-Chancellor reiterated the assertion that Pentecost University is a research-led, innovation and problem-solving centre  and  “every  Pentecost University  student should  grow  up  to  become  a  distinguished problem-solver”.The week-long student orientation programme was held to welcome and help the new students to grow accustomed to  the complete  realm of university life.
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Every Pentecost University Student Should become a Distinguished Problem-Solver – VC to First-Year StudentsThe Vice-Chancellor of Pentecost University, Aps.  Prof.  Kwabena Agyapong-Kodua, met first-year  students  of  the  university  on Tuesday,  January 11, 2022, as part of  their week-long  First-Year  Student  Orientation Programme.Sharing  the  unique  features  of  Pentecost University  in  regard  to  Faculty,  the  Vice-Chancellor said that Pentecost University has “staff of international standing; staff who rub shoulders  with  international  giants  and therefore  if  you  have  chosen  Pentecost University, then you are at the right place. We have staff who are publishing in international journals. Across all our faculties, we have staff of that distinguished caliber”.Broadening  the  scope  of  Faculties  and Programmes,  Aps.  Prof.  Agyapong-Kodua highlighted  the  varied  quality  programmes that  Pentecost  University  offers  and  noted that  “there  is  a  lot  to  learn  in  this environment”.  He  took  the  time  to  advise students  to  learn  from  other  disciplines  in order  to  broaden  their  knowledge  and 

increase their exposure: “know your stuff but be  interested  in subjects outside your main programme.  That  will  make  you  a  well-rounded person to solve the problems of the world”.Speaking on opportunities for students, the Vice-Chancellor  expressed  his  excitement about the availability of paid vacation jobs at Pentecost  University:  “I  am  happy  to announce  that  at  Pentecost  University,  we have  rolled  out  paid  vacation  jobs.  During vacations, students can pick up vacation jobs and get paid. I am not exaggerating but there is not a single university in Ghana that does that  for  its  students  apart  from  Pentecost University”.Touching on why Pentecost University prides itself on being a Christian university, the Vice-Chancellor  said  that  “we  are  emphasizing Christianity because there is a constant battle 



Pentecost University held its 13th Congregation on Saturday 18th December 2021. The colorful ceremony  came  off  at  the  University's  main campus in Sowutuom in Accra, the capital town of Ghana.In  delivering  the  welcome  address,  the Chancellor of the University and Chairman of The Church  of  Pentecost,  Aps.  Eric  Nyamekye congra tu la ted   the   s tudent s   on   the i r achievements. Aps. Nyamekye also commended management for sacrifices that have earned the university significant public admiration. He said “I am excited about the drastic improvement in the operations of  the university, branding and outlook,  research  orientation  and  problem solving  ethos  which  undeniably  has  won  the admiration of the public.”The Vice-Chancellor of the University Aps. Prof. Kwabena  Agyapong-Kodua  in  his  graduation address  congratulated  the  students  and 

expressed  confidence  that  the  skills  acquired at the  university  will  be  fruitful  to  them  and  the society. He also urged them to join the Pentecost University Alumni Network and enroll  in PU  for their next educational levels.  Speaking further, the VC enumerated awards and events that occurred in the university within the 2020/21  academic  year.  He  reiterated  that  the University  received  the  Most  Innovative  Private University and other awards this year. He added that the university revived the McKeown Memorial Lecture after about 2 decades and collaborated with  other  institutions  locally  and  abroad  for equally high level conferences and lectures. Prof Agaypong- Kodua also mentioned the University entered  new  and  consol idated  exist ing collaborations with institutions like Roll Royce in the  UK,  University  of  Salford,  UK,  Bountiful Technologies  in  the  US,  among  others.  These collaborations  he  said  have  been  critical  in www.pentvars.edu.gh6

13TH GRADUATION HELD
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expanding  the  academic  portfolio  of  the University,  the  Pentecost  University International Digital Center among others.  The VC ended his address by reiterating the University  A+  agenda  of  Pentecost University. This he said means a research-led model  of  education,  “determined  to produce  world-class  problem-solving graduates,  informed  by  biblical  ethics, schooled in critical and reflective thinking, hence  intellectually  and  technological outstanding  to meet  the  demands  of  the development of modern society." Speaking on behalf  of  his  colleagues,  the valedictorian Mr. Emmanuel Sakyi expressed gratitude  to  the  University  for  nurturing them. He also said they are well equipped by the  training  and  experiences  at  Pentecost University  to  make  a  difference  in  the outside world.In all, 86 Masters, 296 first degree and 85 certificate  students  graduated  at  the colorful  congregation.  Among  these,  the 

overall  best  graduating  students  and  the best  students of  various  faculties  received awards from corporate bodies. Some of the companies  that  sponsored  the  awards included Prudential Bank. The Women and Men's Ministry of The Church of Pentecost presented awards to outstanding male and female students.The  13th  congregation  was  attended  by high profile individuals in corporate Ghana, sister  universities,  the  media  and  The Church of Pentecost.
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THE MEAT WAS SERVED BECAUSE IT WAS RESERVED – VC TO STAFFThe Vice-Chancellor of Pentecost University, Aps. Prof. Kwabena Agyapong-Kodua, gave an earnest opening  at  Day  2  of  the  University’s  Staff  & Management  Fasting  and  Prayer  Retreat  on Tuesday, January 11, 2022.Leading  the prayer  time, Aps.  Prof. Agyapong-Kodua urged staff to pray for divine reservation: “What goes ahead of you is extremely important. What  is  said of you ahead of  time  is extremely important. If you wait till you get there, you can be  delayed.  But  we  have  the  opportunity  to reserve seats ahead of time. Pray to God to go ahead of us  to  reserve  seats and  speak on our behalf. Tell Him to reveal Pentecost university to those who matter”.Referring to 1 Samuel 9:23, the Vice-Chancellor encouraged Staff to pray for God to speak ahead of  them and make  reservations  concerning  the different  aspects  of  their  lives:  “Reservations concerning your health; reservations concerning your  finances;  reservations  concerning  your promotion; reservations concerning your spiritual growth. This is the time to ask God for something. Anything you need in your life, you are praying to reserve it. If you’re struggling in any area of your life, you’re declaring that ‘I am overcoming it in 2022’.  The  meat  was  served  because  it  was reserved”.  He  prayed  for  higher  heights  and excellence for the entire university community.Giving the Word of Exhortation under the theme 

“Pentecost University as an Army to Possess the Nations”,  the  Chaplain  of  the  University,  Rev. Nelson Adu, said that Pentecost University is “an army raised by God and hopefully, the University A+ Agenda would not merely be a slogan but we will work hard to make it a reality”.Reading from Exodus 17, Rev. Adu urged staff to eschew complacency and complaints: “It took the Israelites  40  years  to  get  to  the  Promised  Land because of their attitude. Pentecost University is an army and there are many battles to be fought. We  should  not  keep  complaining.  We  should release  resentment  and  bitterness.  We  should steer clear of slander. We should fight mediocrity. Otherwise it will be difficult for us, as an army, to get to the Promised Land”.After another heartfelt prayer time led by a staff member, Mr. Bright Amoako, the Vice-Chancellor brought  the  two-day  event  to  a  close.  He entreated  staff  to  be  truly  committed  to  the university: “After we have done all this, we must allow  the  grace  of God  to work  in  us  to  show commitment  to  this  university.  We  should  not downplay the spirituality of this institution. I want to personally appeal  to all of us  to be uniquely committed in 2022 to our work and the activities of the university”.
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VC AND WIFE HOLD CHRISTMAS LUNCH WITH INTERNATIONAL STUDENTSThe Vice-Chancellor of Pentecost University Prof. Kwabena  Agyapong-Kodua  and  his  wife,  Mrs Vida Agyapong-Kodua, had a  special Christmas lunch with the International Students community of the University. This took place on the University campus on Tuesday 28th December 2021. Many students  from  different  countries  attended  the lunch with some of their Ghanaian friends.According to the International Students Relations Officer of the University, Mr. Kwaku Safori Anim, the objective of the meeting was to provide an intimate family time, often spent over meals, that our International Students may be missing, since they stayed in Ghana and did not return home for the  holidays.  "Also,  it  was  meant  to  deepen engagements  and  enhance  the  relationship between Management of the University and our international community, by making time to dine and  interact  with  the  students...",  Mr.  Anim added.Speaking with the students, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.  Agyapong-Kodua,  said  that  Pentecost University  is  passionate  about  its  international community and is committed to ensuring that the academic goals of the students are realised and that they are seen as the best wherever they go.The  VC  used  his  own  experiences  as  an international  student  in  the UK and  challenged 

the  students  to  be  good  ambassadors  of  their respective countries. He said, "I always made sure I was  on  time  and  performed  the  best  because  I knew that if I failed, it would be seen as all Africans were failures, so I kept it in mind that I was carrying an entire continent with me. Thus, as international students  at  PU,  keep  it  in  mind  that  you  are representing your entire country and should not fail them.”The  VC  further  encouraged  the  students  to patronize the services of the International Students Relations Office and see it as their first point of call for all manner of concerns.The  President  of  the  International  Students Association  of  PU  Ms.  Grace  Amarachi  Brown (Nigerian),  thanked  the  VC  and  the  University management  on  behalf  of  her  colleagues.  Ms. Brown shared how the VC always makes time for International  Students  and  offers  immediate interventions that resolve their issues. Ms. Brown and  her  Vice,  Christopher  Tchitombi  (Gabonese) presented a gift to the VC.Other members of management who were present were Dr. Abraham Nyebar, the acting Chief Finance Officer of PU and Dr. Richard Afedze, patron of the International Students Association of PU.
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Two ways viruses mutate are called “antigenic drift” and “antigenic shift”. Antigenic driftAs a virus replicates inside a host cell, i.e., when someone gets infected with a virus and the virus is growing/dividing/multiplying/making copies of  itself  inside  the cells of  the person,  its genome can undergo random replication errors which are sometimes mediated by the virus or due to the replication process. These replication errors can lead to alterations in the viral surface proteins or usually called the antigens. Overtime, these replication errors amass and cause the antigens to drift, meaning, the surface proteins of the new emerging viruses look different than the original virus. Thus, the drift occurs due to small changes overtime in the genes of the genome of the viruses that lead to changes in the surface proteins of the virus. Antigenic shiftAn antigenic shift is a rapid major change in the genome or viral surface proteins or antigens of a virus. Antigenic shift can happen in four ways. They are;1.  Recombination2.  Recombination by independent assortment3.  Recombination of incompletely linked genes4.  Zoonotic transmission1.  Recombination occurs when two different, but related, viruses infect a host cell at the same time. During the process of replication, the genomes of these two viruses interact to generate a new subtype of virus with genome and antigens that are a mixture of the original strains.2.  Usually, the viral genome is a continuous strand. However, some viral genomes are segmented. Recombination by independent assortment occurs when two or more different viruses with segmented genomes infect a host cell. During the process of replication, the segmented genomes of these viruses can interact and assort at random. This can create a new subtype of virus with genome and antigens that are a mixture of the original strains. 

DRIFT” and “SHIFT”, HOW VIRUSES MUTATEFigure 1: Viral mutation [observe the spikes (purple colored) and viral genome (green colored)]
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3.  Recombination of incompletely linked genes occurs when the genes of the genome of viruses  interact by combining with other genes at different sites of the viral genomes during replication. This can create a new subtype of virus with genome and antigens that are a mixture of the original strains.4.  Zoonotic transmission occurs when a previously known virus that infects only animals makes a leap to infect humans. The whole process of replication of this virus that infects only animals but now replicating in human host cells creates a new subtype of virus with genome and antigens that are a mixture of the animal-human pair. Antigenic drift and shift are one of the reasons why people can get viral infection repeatedly. Usually, antigenic shift gives rise to epidemics and pandemics. COVID-19 and vaccinationWe know that the COVID-19 pandemic started as a zoonotic transmission from the source city, Wuhan in China. Thus, it already began as an “antigenic shift” viral infection. So, the good news is that, the vaccines which have been made and continue  to be  formulated are against a “novel  viral  strain”. Though, this new strain will undergo mutations as is already been recorded, the vaccines will still be effective at neutralizing the viruses or boosting the immune system to “remember” and “fight” in the event of infection, because, most of the time, the mutations in the viral genome or antigens can be minor that, they do not significantly change how the virus works. They may take time before they drift and  these changes also, do not happen at different places  in  the same time. They often begin as confined infections. Hence, the foundational framework of the virus from which the vaccines were formulated  are  rendered  impotent.  Also,  even  with  the  discovery  of  new  strains,  vaccination substantially, reduces the negative effects of infections or reinfections. As have been recorded around the world, vaccinations have reduced the number of cases that result in serious illnesses, hospitalizations and death.Nonetheless, there is a cause to remain vigilant for the possibility of near or future antigenic changes in SARS  CoV2  and  to  be  prepared  for  several  booster  vaccinations  if  necessary.  When  viruses  drift substantially or shift, therapeutics against the original strain of the virus may no longer work. Thus, therapeutics against viruses must be reviewed periodically. What must we do?Many factors contribute to how quickly viruses mutate and spread. One major factor is our human behaviour. To slow further mutations of the current SARS CoV2, we must adhere to the COVID-19 preventive protocols now more than ever. We must;1.  Always wash our hands with soap under running water for at least 30 seconds2.  Avoid touching our face3.  Cough into a handkerchief or a tissue4.  Wear face mask always5.  Avoid crowded places6.  Practice physical distancing7.  Get vaccinated/Get booster vaccinationsThis is our new way of living, let us do well.ReferencesPresterl,  E.,  Schahawi, M.,  D-L.,  Reilly,  J.,  S.  (2021).  Basic Microbiology  and  Infection  Control  for Midwives. Springer Nature Switzerland.Ward, H., (2012). Oxford handbook of Epidemiology for Clinicians. Oxford University Press. 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The Vice-Chancellor of Pentecost University, Apostle Professor Kwabena Agyapong-Kodua, has urged Christians to turn the world around positively, by using their unique Christ-like lifestyle. He explained that a person’s lifestyle is how the individual conducts himself or lives his life. He revealed that every Christian has some unique beautiful  lifestyle he learnt from Christ, that if well  lived, will positively transform societies and the world at large. While speaking on the first day of a two-day commencement retreat programme for ministerial students of the School of Theology Mission and Leadership, a School under the Pentecost University, Apostle Professor Kwabena Agyapong-Kodua explained the need for Ministers to influence the world, and how to do it. He said the prime objective of anyone called by God is to cause an influence that will impact positively on society. In his presentation, the Vice-Chancellor revealed that Christians have what it takes to change the world. Delving more into how Christians can cause this influence, Aps Prof. Agyapong-Kodua enumerated that, first, Christians must live the examples of Christ, noting that a Christlike life is a life that causes a positive change in any society. 

Influence the World with Your Lifestyle – VC Urges Ministerial Students



www.pentvars.edu.gh13

Again, VC advised that Ministers must be very serious whenever the pulpit is given to them to preach the word of God since that pulpit is used to cause influence through sound teachings. Therefore, he advised that irrespective of how small the time to use the pulpit is, that time must be used judiciously to cause influence; the message must be compelling enough to influence people. The Pentecost University VC said Ministers must live the gospel they preach. He said words are powerful so those who write should take their time to write well because one day they will not be there to explain what they have written. However, he said, there are some kinds of writings that are not in words; they are based on what people observe about  you. He admonished  that we must use  this medium of influence so well to achieve the target of influencing people in all spheres of life. Apostle Agyapong-Kodua did not leave prayer and the role of the Holy Spirit as important media to influence humanity. He said, “We must pray the mind of God over the community, town, city or nation and ask for the Holy Spirit to impact lives”. Going deeper in this, the VC said there are times that specific transformation would have to happen, but those things could happen when the Holy Spirit is consulted through prayer for Him to take charge. He advised that Christians spend time in prayer and get saturated in the Holy Spirit in order for them to lead and cause great change in the lives of the people. “Great influence is only achieved by an individual, who has privately been influenced by the Holy Spirit Himself,” he noted.
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Finally, Apostle Professor Agyapong-Kodua charged the Ministers to influence their societies through the demonstration of the power of God. Quoting 1 Cor. 2:4, the learned minister of God in different fields  was  quick  to  explain  that  Paul’s  message,  when  taken  in  isolation, may  look  as  if  he  was downplaying the power of wisdom, but that was not the intention but he was trying to express how he allowed himself to be used by the Holy Spirit mightily. Bringing the first part of his sermon to an end, Aps Prof. Agyapong-Kodua revealed that God’s power through signs and wonders glorifies His name, silences all arguments, increases faith, resolves issues, and does many things, so Christians must earnestly seek for this power. At this juncture, very intensive prayer was said. Commencement retreat is a power-packed fasting and prayer programme that ushers the ministerial students of the School of Theology Mission and Leadership into a new semester of an academic year. Dignitaries  who  graced  the  occasion  outside  of  the  ministerial  students,  included  management members, lecturers, and staff of Pentecost University.
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